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1. What is the age of the church building? The current building was completed in 1926. 
Construction began after a fire in 1923 destroyed the previous church building which had 
been built in the 1880s. One stained glass window and the church bell were saved from the 
fire. The bell was included in the new building, and the window added in 1993. 

 
2. How many renovation projects have been done over the years? Since 1980, there have been 

twenty-five projects completed. Some were small project completed by the House and 
Grounds Committee (for example, new hand rails in the Sanctuary), and other projects were 
large projects (for example, the 2000 addition to the rear of the church). Other large projects 
include: adding the elevator in 1993, new fellowship hall floor in 2001, replacing the front 
doors in 2002, and a kitchen remodel in 2012. 

 
3. When was our last major renovation? In 2000, an addition was built to include lower level 

Sunday school space, two restrooms, upper level offices, and a youth room currently used by 
the Boy Scout Troop. This project cost approximately $200,000.  

 
4. How was the money raised? An appeal was sent out to church members and friends who gave 

specifically for this building project. The response was very good. 
 
5. How will the money be raised for this renovation project? The Session plans to make an appeal 

to church members, friends, and other people and invite them to give toward this project. 
 
6. Why is this the time for a major renovation? There are several areas on both levels that need 

special attention and repair. While the House and Ground committee has been meeting 
monthly to do many projects around the church, the scope of the repairs and updates to the 
upper level require the time and dedication of a contractor, who can be here with a crew for 
two to three months. 

 
7. What is the difference between a bid and an estimate? Our contractor has given us a detailed 

estimate. Since we are remodeling and existing space, we are not able to see everything 
behind our existing 1926 plaster walls. A bid would be expected for new construction because 
most costs can be calculated. 

 
8. Where will the congregation worship during the renovation? The Sanctuary will not be available 

to the church family during the renovation, so we will meet in the fellowship hall. It will 
certainly be tight. The Session considered making use of Watauga Chapel, but felt the 
facilities, parking, and wheeled access would prove to be difficult. The Sunday school will 
continue to meet during the renovation on the lower level. The Adult class that currently 
meets upstairs will be relocated. 

 
9. What happens if there is funeral during the renovation project? If there is a funeral during the 

renovation, we would encourage the family to consider the following options: (1) have the 



funeral in the fellowship hall, or (2) make use of the chapel at the funeral home, (3) have a 
grave side service only. Because part of our ministry to a family is to serve a meal when 
requested, an alternate site for that to happen could be found, for example, the Cleveland 
Community Center. 

 
10. How long will the renovation take? We are hoping to complete the work in 3 to 4 months. 

Because this is a renovation project and not a new construction, there is some uncertainty 
about what we will discover once the 1926 walls and ceiling are open. 

 
11. What will happen to the pews and other furniture during the renovation? The pews will be 

covered, moved off site, and stored in a clean, dry location. Some of the chancel furniture will 
be moved to the fellowship hall. 

 
12. Will the stained glass windows be protected? The contractor will cover the stained-glass 

windows and oak trim with plywood before any work begins. 
 
13. Would it be possible to add restrooms to the back of the church? Yes. The plan includes adding 

one or two restrooms to the left rear room of the church. 
 
14. Can more lighting be added for evening services? Yes. The plan includes adding more light to 

the Sanctuary specifically for evening services. 
 

15. What will happen to the large speakers near the ceiling in the front of the Sanctuary? The plan 
is to relocate these speakers to a new location. It’s possible they would be replaced with 
smaller, more powerful speakers. There is also room to locate these speakers behind a wall so 
they would be out of sight. 

 
16. What about the lower level? The Building Committee decided to begin with the upper level of 

the church because it was in greater need of attention than the lower level. A second phase 
of renovation is being planned for the lower level and would include: the women’s restroom, 
the fellowship hall, the nursery, the Sunday school room under the stairs, the storage room, 
and the lower entry way by the elevator. 

 

We hope these question and answers are helpful. If you have other questions, please ask the 

Building Committee or a member of the Session. You can also call (628-6288) or email 

(gspchurch@comcast.net) the church office. 

The Building Committee: 
Elders: Mary Jane Crosby, Tom Deaton, and Hal Philips; Deacons: Sandi Puckett and F. L. 
Villiard; Members at large: Austin Bailey, Mack Bailey, Ginger Harris, G.T. Harris, Jane Hilt, R. 
W. Hilt, Emory Robinette, and Susan Villiard 
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